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in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority,
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest

to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of
w education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public.
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Flooring, Wall Finishing and Roofing Sectional Committee, CED 5

FOREWORD

This Indian Standard was adopted by the Bureau of Indian Standards, after the draft finalized by the Flooring,
Wall Finishing and Roofing Sectional Committee had been approved by the Civil Engineering Division Council.

Wall covering could made of paper vinyl, or plastic. This standard gives the general terminology and symbols
used for indicating different characteristic and applicability of such roll form.

In the formulation of this standard considerable assistance has been derived from EN 235 ‘Wall coverings in roll
form — Vocabulary and symbols.’
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Indian Standard

WALL COVERINGS IN ROLL FORM —
VOCABULARY AND SYMBOLS

1 SCOPE

This standard defines terms of interest to the users of
wall coverings that are supplied in roll form for hanging
on walls and ceilings by means of an adhesive covering
the whole the interface between wall covering and the
support.

2 REFERENCE

The Indian Standard given below is a necessary adjunct
to this standard:

IS No. Title

15418 : 2003 Wall coverings in roll form, finished
wall papers, wall vinyls and plastic

wall coverings — Specification
3 DEFINITIONS

3.0 For the purpose of this standard, the following
definitions shall apply.

3.1 Wall Covering— All forms of flexible webs
supplied in strips in roll hanging onto walls or ceilings
by means of an adhesive the whole of the interface
between the wall covering support. Tapestries and other
similar wall hangings are excluded.

3.2 Finished Wall Covering— Wall covering that is
not intended to be decorated after hanging.

3.3 Wall Covering for Subsequent Decoration —
Wall covering intended for decoration after hanging,
for example, by the application of paint.

3.4 Wall Lining— Wall covering intended to serve
as a preparatory layer on the support prior to the
application of a finished wall covering or a wall
covering for subsequent decoration.

3.5 Base Web—That part of a multi-layer wall
covering intended to contact the support.

3.6 Support— Surface to which the wall ‘covering is
applied, for example, wall or ceiling. This is indicated
by a thick solid line in appropriate symbols (see
Table 1).

3.7 Means of Application

3.7.1 Method by which the wall covering is to be
attached to the support during hanging that is the
surface(s) to which a suitable adhesive has to be applied,

or has already been applied and requires activation
(see 5.3).

3.7.2 The appropriate symbols to indicate means of
application are serials 5.1 to 5.3 of Table 1 where the
means of application requires to be combined, the
necessary symbols from Table 1 should be used
together, separated by a (+) sign of equivalent size to
the symbols.

3.8 Overlap and Double Cut
3.8.1 Method by which the edges of adjoining lengths

-of wall covering can be made to butt together. The

adjoining edges of adjacent lengths of wall covering
are overlapped on the support during application and
both thicknesses are cut through in a continuous
movement with a sharp knife. The joint is opened and
surplus wall covering material removed before the
adjoining edges are realigned.

3.8.2 The appropriate symbol to indicate advice to
overlap and double cut is symbol 7.1 of Table 1.

4 GENERIC TYPES OF WALL COVERING
4.1 Wall Paper

Finished wall covering made of paper, the front face of
which is decorated.

4.2 Wall Vinyl
4.2.1 Vinyl Wall Covering on Paper

Finished wall covering comprising a paper base web
with a layer of material based on polyvinyl chloride or
another polymer on its front surface. The front of the
web or its vinyl coating is decorated. The coating is of
such thickness and strength that it can be removed from
its base web as a continuous self-supporting film.

4.2.2 Vinyl Wall Covering on Textile or Non-woven

Finished wall covering comprising a textile or non-
woven type base web with a layer of material based on
polyvinyl chloride or another polymer on its front
surface. The front of the web or its vinyl coating is
decorated. The coating is of such thickness and strength
that, if it could be removed from its base web, it would
form a continuous self-supporting film.

4.3 Plastics Wall Covering

Finished wall covering made entirely of plastics, the
front face of which is decorated.

4.4 Heavy Duty Wall Covering

Finished wall covering claimed to have high mechanical
resistance and cleanability.
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4.5 Textile Wall Covering

Finished wall covering with a textile front face.
5 SUB-TYPE OF WALL COVERING

5.1 Coated Wall Paper

Wall paper with a thin transparent coating based on
polyvinyl acetate or a similar plastics material applied
over the top of the decoration; the coating having
insufficient thickness to be removable-as a continuous
self-supporting film.

5.2 Relief Wall Covering

Wall covering with a pronounced three-dimensional
design or structure (raised and/or depressed) on the
surface formed mechanically by the application of
pressure, with or ‘'without heat, or chemically in
conjunction with a foaming process.

5.2.1 Relief Wall Covering— Mechanically Embossed

Finished relief wall covering on which the three-
dimensional design or structure is mechanically formed
by the application of pressure, with or without, heat.

5.2.1.1 Ink embossed wall covering

Finished relief wall covering which has been
simultaneously printed and mechanically embossed.

5.2.1.2 In-register embossed wall covering

Finished relief wall covering which is mechanically
embossed register to a print.

5.2.1.3 Duplex embossed wall covering

Mechanically embossed relief wall covering made from
two webs which have been laminated with an adhesive
at the mechanical embossing stage.

The appropriate symbol to indicate a duplex embossed
wall covering is serial 7.2 of Table 1.

NOTE — The term duplex should not be confused with the
same word sometimes used in the paper industry in connection
with two-layer papers.

5.2.2 Relief Wall Covering— Chemically Expanded
5.2.2.1 Blown vinyl, printed

Finished relief wall covering where the three-
dimensional design or structure is made by foaming a
layer and/or deposit of polyvinyl chloride or other
polymeric material.

5.2.2.2 Chemically embossed and/or textured wall
covering

Finished relief wall covering where the three-
dimensional design or structure is made by a chemical
process of embossing a layer and/or deposit of
polyvinyl chloride or other polymeric material.

(39

5.3 Prepasted Wall Covering, Ready Pasted Wall
Covering

5.3.1 Wall covering that carries its own factory-applied
adhesive that normally has to be activated by water at
the time of hanging.

5.3.2 The appropriate symbol to indicate; that a wall
covering is prepasted is serial 5.3 of Table 1.

5.4 Flocked Wall Covering

Finished wall covering the surface or which has been
decorated by cut textile fibres, bonded at one end to
the surface by adhesive and standing more or less
perpendicular to the surface.

5.5 Metal Foil Wall Covering

Finished wall covering in which a rolled film of metal
is bonded to a base web to give a decorative effect.

5.6 Metallized Wall Covering

Finished wall covering in which a metallized plastic
film is bonded to a base web to give a decorative effect.

5.7 Metallic Effect Wall Covering

Finished wall covering with a coated or printed surface
that incorporates a metal powder or a powder giving a
metallic effect in the coating or on the surface.

5.8 Ingrain Wall Covering

Wall covering consisting of paper structured by the
incorporation of wood particles for use as.a base for a
finished wall covering or for use as a wall covering for
subsequent decoration.

5.9 Mural

Finished wall covering with a pictorial motif which is
non-repetitive. It may extend over more than one width.

5.10 Textured Wall Covering

Finished wall covering where materials like grass, cork
or granulates of organic and inorganic material are fixed
onto a base material.

6 CLEANABILITY TERMS
6.1 Spongeable Wall Covering

6.1.1 Wall covering from which the hanging adhesive
may be wiped off the front face with a damp cloth
or sponge at the time of hanging without causing
visible damage provided it is done whilst the adhesive
is still damp. No subsequent washability is claimed or
implied.

6.1.2 A wall covering may be claimed to be spongeable
if it satisfies the requirements of 5 of IS 15418, the
appropriate symbol to accompany such a claim is
serial 1.1 of Table 1.



6.2 Washable Wall Covering

6.2.1 Finished wall covering from which dirt and some
domestic water based stains may be cleaned-carefully
from the front face with a damp cloth and soapy water.
Qils, fats and solvent based stains are not expected to
be removable.

6.2.2 A wall covering may be-claimed to be washable
if it satisfies the requirements of 6 of IS 15418, the
appropriate symbol to accompany such a claim is
serial 2.1 of Table 1.

6.3 Extra-Washable Wall Covering

6.3.1 Finished wall covering from which dirt and most
domestic water based stains may be cleaned from the
front face with a wet cloth and soapy water. Oils, fats
and solvent based stains are not expected to be
removable, but some greasy stains may be removed if
action is taken immediately after contamination.

6.3.2 A wall covering may be claimed to be extra-
washable if it satisfies the requirements of 6 of IS 15418,
the appropriate symbol to accompany such a claim is
serial 2.2 of Table 1.

6.4 Scrubbable Wall Covering

6.4.1 Finished wall covering of superior cleanability
from which dirt and most domestic water based stains
may be cleaned from the front face with a sponge or
soft brush and a mild detergent or a mild abrasive. Oils,
fats and certain solvent based stains may also be
removed if tackled immediately after contamination.

6.4.2 A wall covering may be claimed to be scrubbable
if it satisfies the requirements of 6 of IS 15418, the
appropriate symbol to accompany such a claim is
serial 2.3 of Table 1.

6.5 Extra-Scrubbable Wall Covering

Finished wall covering of superior cleanability from
which dirt and all domestic water based stains may
be cleaned from the front face by intensive treatment
with sponge or a soft brush and a mild detergent or a
mild abrasive. Oils, fats and certain solvent based stains
may also -be removed if tackled immediately after
contamination.

7 MATCH AND PATTERN TERMS
7.1 Repeat

Longitudinal distance between recurrent pattern details
face of a wall covering.

7.2 Side Join

Relationship between portions of the design pattern on
adjacent lengths of a wall covering that have to be
matched together when hung to create the overall
pattern.
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7.3 Free Match

7.3.1 A wall covering has free match when the pattern
on the face is not intended to be matched in-any specific
longitudinal relationship between adjacent lengths, that
is, it can be hung without specific regard to matching.

7.3.2 The appropriate symbol to indicate that a wall
covering has free match is serial 4.1 of Table 1.

7.4 Straight Match

7.4.1 A wall covering has straight match when the
pattern details are such that adjacent lengths are
intended without any longitudinal displacement in order
to give correct side join matching.

7.4.2 The appropriate symbol to indicate that a wall
covering has straight match is serial 4.2 of Table 1
with the dimensions of the design repeat, in cm, added
after it.

7.5 Offset Match

7.5.1 A wall covering has offset match when the pattern
details are such that adjacent lengths are intended to be
hung with longitudinal displacement in order to give
the correct side join matching.

7.5.2 The appropriate symbol to indicate that a wall
covering has offset match is serial 4.3 of Table 1 with
the dimensions of the design repeat, in cm, and the
distance offset, in cm, added after it.

7.6 Reverse Alternate Lengths

7.6.1 Method of hanging a wall covering whereby
adjacent lengths are reversed.

7.6.2 The appropriate symbol to indicate that it is
appropriate or necessary to reverse alternate lengths is
serial 4.4 of Table 1.

7.7 Pattern Number

Code uniquely identifying a specific design, effect and
colour.

7.8 Batch Number; Serial Code

Code, alongside the pattern number, identifying
products consistently the same texture, shade, gloss and
visual appearance.

7.9 Shading

Checking, by visual inspection, that all rolls of the wall
covering are of the same shade before-hanging to ensure
that there are no unacceptable variations in appearance.

8 REMOVAL TERMS
8.1 Strippable Wall Covering

8.1.1 Wall covering that may be removed manually in
a dry state, substantially in one piece, by pulling it away
from the support on which it was hung.
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8.1.2 The appropriate symbol to indicate that a wall
covering is strippable is serial 6.1 of Table 1.

8.2 Peelable Wall Covering

8.2.1 Wall covering from which the decorative or
protective surface may be removed manually from
its base web in a dry state substantially in one piece.
The base web remains on the support on which it was
hung.

8.2.2 The appropriate symbol to indicate that a wall
covering is peelable is serial 6.2 of Table 1.

8.3 Wet Removable Wall Covering

8.3.1 Wall covering that requires to be removed from
the support on which it was hung by soaking it with
water or a proprietary stripping agent or by steaming it
and then scraping off the soaked material.

8.3.2 The appropriate symbol to indicate that a wall
covering requires wet removal is serial 6.3 of
Table 1.

9 COLOUR FASTNESS TO LIGHT TERMS
9.1 Colour Fastness to Light

Ability of a wall covering to maintain its original shade
or colour under the effect of light.

9.2 Moderate Colour Fastness

9.2.1 Colour fastness to light of numerical rating 3 when
this property is determined by the method given in
Annex D of IS 15418.

9.2.2 The appropriate symbol to accompany a claim

of moderate colour fastness to light is serial 3.1 of
Table 1.

9.3 Satisfactory Colour Fastness

9.3.1 Colour fastness to light of numerical rating
4 when this property is determined by the method
given in Annex D of IS 15418.

9.3.2 The appropriate symbol to accompany a claim
of satisfactory colour fastness to light is serial 3.2 of
Table 1.

9.4 Good Colour Fastness

9.4.1 Colour fastness to light of numerical rating
5 when property is determined by the method given
in Annex D of IS 15418.

9.4.2 The appropriate symbol to accompany a claim
of good colour fastness to light is serial 3.3 of Table 1.

9.5 Very Good Colour Fastness

9.5.1 Colour fastness to light of numerical rating 6 when
this property is determined by the method given in
Annex D of IS 15418.

9.5.2 The appropriate symbol to accompany a claim
of very good colour fastness to light is serial 3.4 of
Table 1.

9.6 Excellent Colour Fastness

9.6.1 Colour fastness to light of numerical rating
7 when this property is determined by the method
given in - Annex D of IS 15418.

9.6.2 The appropriate symbol to accompany a claim of
colour fastness to light is serial 3.5 of Table 1.



Table 1 Symbols for Marking Purposes

(Clauses 3.6,3.7.2,3.8.2,52.1.3,53.2,6.1.2,62.2,632,642,73.2, 7.42,7.52,762,812,822,
8.3.2,92.2,93.2,9.42,9.52and9.6.2)
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Category Description Symbols Designation

and SI No. Character

| Spongeability

i1 Spongeability at time of hanging Puging A

2 Washability

2.1 Washable ﬁ’z B

22 Extra-washable  —— C
L

23 ‘Scrubbable m D
 ——d

2.4 Extra-scrubbable D E

3 Colour fastness to light

3.1 Moderate ﬁ 3

3.2 Satisfactory & 4

3.3 Good Q 5

34 Very good Q 6

3.5 Excellent g 7
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Table 1 (Continued)

Category Description ' Symbols Designation
and SI No. Character
4 Pattern Matching
4.1 Free match * | o
» (with, added, the

4.2 Strai ht match dimensions of design

& ‘ repeat in cm e.g. 50)

’ (with, added, the
dimensions of design
43 Offset match repeat and distance
‘ offset in cm ¢.g. 50/25)
44 Reverse alternative lengths 1 T
S Means of Application"
5.1 Adhesive to be applied to the * G
wall covering ( !
J
5.2 Adhesive to be applied to the a_ H
support to be decorated

53 Prepasted (Ready pasted) @ K
6 Method of Removal
6.1 Strippable k‘ 1
6.2 Peelable N 2
6.3 Wet removable 3

o Where symbols in this category require to be used in combination, for example, 5.1 and 5.2, the necessary symbols shall be given as
shown, separated by a + sign of equivalent size to these symbols.



Table 1 (Concluded)
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Category Description Symbols Designation
and Sl No. Character
7 Miscellaneous

7.1 Overlap and double cut

7.2 Duplex embossed

7.3 Impact resistant
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